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DIDACTIC. 


THE PREACHER. 
Iwas in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day. 


WHavever be our opinion Pact 
Sabbath, suppose we were never — foe 
* st or are set free from it ever so fully ; 
we still be subject to another appoint- 
Me aan nature so far similar, as to Contain 
that which was most valuable in ~s 0 

hristian liderty surely is not a Irecdom 
pa ip of Almighty God; nor 


fom the worshi r ror 
‘pom all external forms appertaining to it: 
since it cannot well subsist, and cannot at all 
>] ry e 


be public, without some of ene aa all 

Even we have a sacrifice to omer, ~se 
‘praise to God continually, the fruit of our 
iips, giving thanks to his name. om 

We have that ‘one sacrifice, that was 0 
fered for sins for ever,’ to commemorate, 
till he come again who offered it: ° This do 
<1 remembrance ef me. Ye do show the 
Lord’s death till he come” 

‘Circumcision indeed is nothing, and yn- 
circumcision is nothing, but the keeping of 
the commandments of God :’ yet even chris- 
tians have a command, not only to believe, 
but to be baptized ‘in the name of the Lord.’ 

In like manncr, ‘although no man may 
now judge us, ia respect of the’ Sabbath ; 
yet must we be very inattentive to ovcrlook, 
and highly culpable if we disregard, the great 
authorities on which the institution of the 
Lord’s Day is founded, and the many obli- 
gations we are under to the observance of it 

In the first place, this festival hath been 
kept by the whole church of Christ, in all 
ages: it hath been observed in every nation 
where the gospel hath been planted, and can 
be traced up to the fires sources of christian- 
ity. Its very antiquity must render it vcn- 
erable, Is it rot natural to regard with re- 
spect, that which hath received so much 
hopour? Are we not afraid to violate what 
dhath Deen alwevs held sacred / at least, me- 
thinks, ti! we bave well enquired whether 
Wie appoiniment, which bas met with so gen- 
eral am opprebation, were not built on great 
authori y, or geod reasons 2? 

We sictt find that it was founded upon 
forth, Vhore ave not wanting passages even 
in tke Scriptures, from which it muy be in- 
ferred, that the religious celebration of the 
Jord’s Day was ordered by the Apostics, 
ind authorised by the miraculous presence 
of our SLord bimesel fi 

‘The same day at evening, being the frsi 
day of the week, when the Coors were shut 
where the disciples were assembied, came 
Jesus, ard stood in the midst, and saith unto 
them, Pease be unto yon.’ 

Not only at Jerusalem; in other paris at 
a great distance, the first christians, we find, 
had soon adopted this holy feast, in imitation 
oi the example, or in conformity to the di- 
rection of those who had converted them ; 
aid employed it in the celebration ef fudlic 
worshifty and in acts of public charity. *We 
sailed away from Philippi,—snd came unto 
them to Troas:—ard upon the Avrst day of 
the week, when the disciples came together 
10 break bread, Paul preached unto them.’ 

©T John was in the Isle that is called Pat- 
mos, for the word of God, and fer the testi- 
mony Of Jesus Christ: Twas in the Spirn 
on the Lord’s Day.’ To whaterer place the 
Apostles and first disciples of Christ went, 
or were driven by their enemies, they car- 
ried this rule of their religion alonr with | 
them, to remember the Christian Sabbath : 
their Lord, in commemoration of whose res- 
urrection they kept it, continued to follow 
them with tokens of his approbation and 
presence 5 accepting the day, which they 
had dedicated to him, and had distinguished 
by his name: ¢I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s Day. 
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perpetually growing up among men ; and 
which is useful indeed while confined within 
due bounds, but easily degenerates into ty- 


ranny and servitude ; detrimental to both 


parties, and to the one surely the greatest 


calamity on earth. 
This day probably preserves redigion in 


the world. 


Without the assignment of some particu- 
lar times cither by authority or custom for 
the worship of God, and the celebration of 
religious rites, it is not at all incredible that 
christianity itself, long before our days, and 
all knowledge, and thought even of a Supreme 
Being might have perished from the face of 
the earth. 

Duties, which men are left at liberty to 
discharge at what time they please, soon 
come to be utterly neglected. Of all those 
great numbers, who cannot be prevailed on 
to worship their Creator upon the solemn 
day set apart for that purpose, there are, we 
apprehend, exceedingly few, who find it 
more convenient to do it on any other. 

No. Although we must acknowledge, that 
our places of public worship are found to 
contain some perhaps Ayfocritical persons, 
who aim at no more than the show of piety ; 
crowds of thoughtlese people, who come 
without any the least design relative to pie- 
ty ; no small number of /wkewarm and irres- 
olute christians, whose lives fall short net 
only of their professions, but of their own 
wishes and ititentions : and in general too 
many wicked persons of every class; who 
join no devotion to their prayers, or no vile 
tue to their devotion: yet, though multi- 
tudes of dcd men be in the church, the good 
are a// there. Rarely is it found, that those 
who give not this specimen of their piety, 
either shew their reéégion in other instances, 
eran eminent degree of virtue in any. Ol 
all the motives toa good life, none comes 
up to the fear of God. The moraiity that is 
universal and ducable, springs from the root 
of relision. 

Possible it is, no doubt, to Le teo scrupu- 
lous in our regard to thisor any other of the 
external forms of piety. But there is a 
great diMercence between a freedom from 
yroundicss anxiety, and an insensibility to 
religious impressions. Which latter, wheth- 
crit be the greater fault or not, appears to 
be much the nrore common: and therefore 
It is more necessary to caution men against 
it, and to avoid it. 
Whatever may have been the case former- 
ly, in our days, svferstztion, however bad a 
thing, is not very terrible. The danger is 
almost whoily from /frreligion. There are 
vast aumbers who absent themselves from 
the public worship without any reason, for 
oxe who has good reason to be absent, and 
yet attends it. Generally, when we neglect 
the Lord's Day, it is owing to some little 
call of business, or pleasure, or perhaps to 
mere indolence ; and not to the greater re- 
spect we have for any superior duues. These 
can be our excuse only when we are employ- 
edinthem. What is it to us, that God 
- will have mercy rather than sacrifice,’ when 
we give him neither ? 

Exact rules cannot be laid down concern- 
ing this, or many othér things, so as to in- 
clude all persons and cases. 

Icannot presume to prescribe to another 
person, what sum of money he shall give 
away in charity, or what fersons in particular 
he must make the objects of it: yet elms 
giving is nevertheless a necessary duty ; and, 
us we may sce by our Lord’s account of the 
last juigement, it will be fatal to have neg- 
lected it. 

It will be hardly said to me, that Tam 
obliged to attend the public worship of God, 
every time when it is possible ; or even al- 
ways when I might do it without very con- 





Nor is it of no moment, that the observ. 
ance of the Lord’s Day has the sanction of 
civil authority. What though the penalties 
are not often exacted?) Much guilt may be 
incurred, where there is littl. dancer of 
punishment. ¥ 

But the danger is not little : for to violate 
the just laws of the community, isan offence 


siderable inconvenience. It must be left to 
myself to be the judge: and it may be diffi- 
cult to censure me safely in any particular 
Instance. And yet surely I may make my- 
self highly culpable on the whole. A total 
neglect is scarce consistent with the bare 
hrofesston of christianity; and a backward- 
ness in this attendance is a sign of a cold re- 





against God, the source of all power, the su- 
preme Tiead cf all magistrates ; who is 
pleased alike, with the right use of the au- 
hority be has delegated, and with a due 
subjection to it. J/im at least we cannot of- 
end with impunity: and were it not that the 
“aristlan Sabbath claims, as you have seen, 
me Original higher than human, there could 
“© BO stance in which we are more plainly 
sound to submit to the ordinance of man 
vr the Lord's sake.’ : 
_ Ube institution of this weekly festival, 
voth @sa day of devotion and of relief from 
‘abour, is evidently and greatly beneficial. 
: To What other cause can we ascribe that 
“egrec of knowledge and civility found a- 
co og Vulgar whe make the bulk of 
Rab Rad 5 and wou ~ oka rreater. « a 
much worse Dart ae “ ; 
“Sige i moos t ey do, 
vere it uot for the obscryance of this cr 
some such festival, 


_Ttisan * stitution much ia favour of the 
Yerior I eur Species in another respect 
90: as. 3 


“Steal anequatity, which is 


gard to its interests, and a slender proficien- 
cy in its power and spirit. 

_Who will presume to specify what exer- 
CIS€s, Visits, Occupations, except those pro- 
hibited by law, are inconsistent with the dee 
cent, godiy, and reasonable observance of 
the Lord’s Dav; or how great a portion of 
it every christian is bound to consecrate to 
acts of piety, and employ in the public or 
private duties of religion ¢ ‘The determina- 
tron, if it were made, would not be the same 
for all, nor for the same person upon all oc- 
casions. And in any instance it would allow 
some latitude. 


What may we hence infer? chat there is 
nothing wrong?) That we are at full liberty, 
with respect to this branch of cur conduct, 
to act just as we shall think fit, or rather, as 
we may fancy ? That engarements, at the 
best of no use, and amusements hardly inno- 
ccut upon any day, may yet engross and fill 
that me, which by the laws and customs of 
our country, apd by the practice and injunce 
uuons of the christian church, in all nations, 
and trem the first ages of it, has been srt 














apart, for the purpose of cultivating piety, 
and giving honour to Almighty God? If the 
Scriptures were silent; if there were no 
traces of this custom in the practice of the 
Apostles, who indeed gave ail their time to 
religion, and continued daily ‘with one ac- 
cord in the temple ;” I had almost added, if 
there were no revealed religion upon earth, 
this day is now, by so many reasons, so long 
a prescription, and for such important pur- 
poses, appropriated and consecrated to God, 
that it is a sacrilege to profane it. 

Let me just add, that to the inferior part 
of mankind this institution of the Lord’s Day, 
though intended even chiefly for their ad- 
vantage, is most dangerous. In this it but 
resembles many other means of grace, which 
being misapplied, become pernicious. Some 
rich men, it is probable, had been happier if 
they had been born to labour: and the poor 
sometimes find reason to wish, they had no 
day at their own disposal. Brought to the 
most deplorable end, and become examples 
and a spectacle for the good only of others, 
they have been heard to acknowledge, with 
their dying breath, that their first engage- 
ments in iniquity were contracted at a time 
when they were, too much, alas! for them, 
their own masters on the Lord’s Day: they 
were corrupted, and undone by the abuse of 


God’s mercy, and the very means which he | 


hud appointed for their amendment and sal- 
vation. O. 


. 








MASONIC. 


Brief History of the Religious and Military 
Order of Knicurs Tempcars of St. John 
of Jerusalem. 








(Continued.] 

Goprrey had formed the design of com- 
pleting the conquest of Palestine, and in 
all probability would have succeeded, had 
not an epidemic disorder scized his camp, 
and carried him off, July 18, 1100. In him 
the infidels lost their greatest dread. His 
brether Baldwin succeeded him, and assum- 
ed the title of King of Jerusalem. He was 
active and valiant, adding many places of 
the holy land to the power of the Christians ; 
but, preparing for the siege of Tyre, a dys- 
entery carried him off in 1118, when he was 
succeeded by Baldwin, Count of Edessa, his 
cousin. 

The same year that carried off the King 
wit tsosed also the death of Gerard, rector 
of the Hospital of St. John. The Brethren 
of the order unanimously chose as his succes- 
sor Raymond Dupuy, a French gentleman 
of a noble house in Dauphiny. , 

Here the generality of historians fix the 
wera of the order of the Templars ; though a 
few date their commencement at a later 
period. 

It is certain that at this time Raymond 
formed the plan of extending the benevolent 
institution of St. John far beyond its origin- 
al plan, and even beyond the strict nature 
ofits design. IJtoriginated as we have seen 
from the amiable principle of universal love, 
holding out an asylum to the miserable and 
afllicted of every description, though partic- 
ularly so tothe Christian pilgrims. Military 
service, it should seem, could not comport 
with such an institution as this; yet so 
distressing was the state of the Christians 
at this time in Palestine, from the numerous 
bands of ferocious robbers which infested it, 
that there was a powerful reason for that 
deviation fom the original design which 
was now resolved on by the new Master of 
the Lodge of St. John. At his persutsion 
the Brethren of the order resumed their 
arms for the generous purpose of succour- 
ing the distressed, and ridding the country 
of assassins” and thieves. He divided the 
Hospitallers into three classes ; the first was 
composed entirely of noble persons who had 
beenused to bear arms; the second was 
made up of ecclesiastics ; and the third were 
serving brothers, who were to attend the 
knights and te do menial service. But 
though this division was made they still con- 
sisted of one body, united on the principle 
of love to God and to each other ; and, there- 
fore, cach one addressed himself to his com- 
panion under the amiable and endearing com- 
pellation of Brother. 

Having thus altered, or rather enlarged 
their plan, the order was soon increased by 
the acquisition of multitudes of young gentle- 
men fiom different countries of Europe. 
This necessarily produced a pew distinction, 
and accordingly the knights were enrolled 
under seven divisions, agreeable to their 
several countries, viz. Provence, Auvergne, 
France, Italy, Arragon, Germany, and En- 
gland, 

A slieht consideration of that dark age, 
with a view to the condition of this institution, 
will show us the necessity those knights 
must have been under of certain common 
signs among themselves. Nuinbers of them 
must have been ignorant of each other’s 
language ; and, besides, in their nocturnal 
excursions a difficulty would arise¢ in not 
being able to distinguish the Saracen from 
the Christian. A common language, there- 
fore, was indispensable, composed as well of 


istens as words. 
4 


The Hospitallers having thus assumed 
the military profession, and obtained the 
ecclesiastical sanction, offered their services 
to Baldwin king of Jerusalem, who accepted - 
the tender with marks of,uncommon satis- 
faction. Their assistance was peculiarly 
seasonable to that monarch, as he had to 
defend his possessions against indefatigable 
and very formidable enemies. The infidels 
having gained a considerable victory over 
the Christians of Antioch, were flushed with 
the desire of pushing their arms against the 
king of Jerusalem. Baldwin met them with 
as carnest a desire, and the action was long, 
dubious, and bloody. To the Hospitaliers 
was the event chiefly owing, and that event 
was glorious. Against their impetuosity 
resistance was vain ; they bore down all be- 
fore them, and death and destruction marked 
the progress of the men who had originally - 
united in the purposes of peace and good- 
will to their fellow-creatures. The triumph- 
ant Christians entered the city of Antioch, 
which Baldwin put into a strong state of dee 
fence, and garrisoned with a considerable 
force. 

Not long after thjs victory that active 
prince wastaken by the infidels in an am- 
buscade, and consternation and dismay seized 
upon the Christians. After a captivity of 
near two years the king was ransomed, and 
the war was renewed with increased vigour 
and mutual rage. ‘ 

Amidst this state of contention, this busi- 
ness of blood, the Hospitallers are said by 
their conspicuous valour to have given rise 
to a new order of religious knighthood. 

Nine Frenchmen of distinction, animated 
by so illustrious an example, and moved 
with pity for the pilgrims who journeyed from 
motives of piety towards the sepulchre of 
Jerusalem, formed themselves into a little 
socicty to guard those devotees through the 
defiles of the mountains, and the most date 
gerous passages. There is every reason to 
believe that these persons were, in fact, 
themselves members of the Lodge of St. 
Sohn ; and only from a particutar zeal bound 
themselves to a new and very necessary 
branch of duty. It is from this persuasion 
that I have entered so particularly into the 
story of the Hospitallers, and the state of the 
Christian affairs in the holy land. The his- 
tory of the Knights of the Temple is inter- 
woven with that of the Hospitallers: They 
both proceeded from one stock, and thaé- 
was the Lodge of St. John. Other orders 
of religious knighthood at that early period 
I find none. The chronicles, almost as dark 
as tke xra of which they treat, give us no 
other light upon the origin of those institu- 
tions than what is here briefly detailed. At 
first united for the laudable design of reliev- 
ing the distresses of the care-worn traveller, 
and of aiding the purposes of piety, they ex- 
cite the highest admiration. Circumstances 
arose which enlivened their zeal in the cause 
of religion to a greater glow, and they 
assumed the sword and the spear under the 
sane pretext. Their motive herein, and 
their consequent conduct, cannot but excite 
our admiration also, but it is an admiration 
of a different kind. ‘The principle of love 
and benevolence seems to have been forgot- 
ten, or at least lessened. Yet will I not 
venture to condemn in this case, because 
much is to be allowed to the manners of the 
age. Still must I say that the contemplation 
of the Lodge of St. John, filled with pious 
men exercised in the works and labours of 
love, offers to my mind a far richer satisfac- 
tion, than the same men clothed in armour, 
and perform‘ng deeds of valorous exploit 
almost surpassing human. In the one I per- 
ceive religion, elothed in her most amiable 
dress, exhibiting to the view the Sayiour of 
mankind, distributing, through the charitable 
hands of his servants, mercy and comfort to 
the distressed, the wounded, the poor, and 
the helpless: in the other I perceive rage 
and fury, cruelty and revenge, spreading 
desolation, dismay, and death. 

Such are the introductory reflections with 
which I could not help opening the partic- 
ular story of the Knights of the Temfle. 
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FOR THE NEW-ENGLAND GALAXY. 
FROM THE SHOP OF 
PERTINAX PERIOD & CO. 
THANKSGIVING. 


WE regret that circumstances obliged us_ 
to close the doors of our shup last week. It 
is some pleasure however to be able to as- 
sure our kind friends and customers, that it 
was not owing to any dard run upon the 
house, or any danger of failure in the con- 
cern. The case was simply this. Knowing 
it to be a week of festivity and recreation, 
we thought it no more than right to allow 
our workmen a little innocent diversion ; and 
presuming that most of our customers would 
be supplied with all the good things they 
might want from the market, we cheerfully 
relinquished our claim on the services of 
our journeymen and apprentices for the 
whole week. For who can have a stomach 
for intellectual sweetmeats when he is sur- 





feited with roast turkeys, puddings, and pics ? 
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it is mot necessary to inform the public 
where 2}1 our peopie isposed of themselves, 
nor do we know. But they have all returned 
to their accustomed employments, cxcept 
Nip NimBLETOsGUE, Who 1s detained by . 
sprained ancle, Ned, however 1s not atte. 
He has informed us by Jetter that he is much 
engaged, and will shortly produce an “ Ode 
to St. Stuffbelly’s Day, which, w ith os 
permission, will be dedicated to the eeyneer- 
ours of New-York, New-Jerscy visit Penn- 
svivania, as a token of Yankee respect, for 
their adopting our Yankee customs. 

As the labours and the picasurcs of 
Thauksgiving week are nearly over, and 
things are going on much efter the old sort, 
we have thought it not amiss, to ofier to our 
friends a few more 

NOTIONS, 
which will be no bad articles for a desert to 
ali who, jike ourselves, belong to the anuent 
and venerable family of the Notsonats. 
Here follow such as have the greatest quan- 
tity of the spices and perfumery of Thanks- 
giving Day in their composition. 

A Notion that there is an undisccvere: 
magnet, somewhere on the banks of the Po- 
tumac, it having been observed that all our 
weathercocks point in that direction, and the 
_phenomenon not being easily accounted tor 
on any other hypothesis. 

A Norton that many sober, discreet, sen- 
sible, well-meaning men, have been made to 
look at France through British spectacles, 
and that these men are still under an optical 
iNusion and suppose that the French peuple 
live upon frogs. 

A Notion that these editors of papers 
who talk so much abcut the union of partics 
in Boston, and prate so learnedly about 
“consistent gencrals,” “veteran editors,” 
und “federalists of the Act-Aouse school,” 
have got the wrong pig by the ear. 

A Norioy that all Weathercocks should 
be made of brass, or, at least have a large 
portion of that metal in the head. [No allu- 
sion is here intended to the new vane on the 
steeple of the church in Park-street. ] 

A Netion that the new plan for “ sub- 
scription balls” is only a new trick of the 
Cenrrat Comriree, by which they intend 
to “amaleamate partics” ia the crucible of 
self-interest, and keep all honest men at the 
bottom, while they themsclyes mean to swim 
on the suriace. 

A Notion that the President’s motto, 
“ Principles, not men,” was read backwards 
by some of our great men, as it now appears 
reversed on their armorial ensigns, “ men— 
not principles ”’ 

A Novice thet during the month of Janu- 
ary, '818, the following 

PREDICTIONS 

will be verified, If not, say that Scalpum is 
no conjuror. 

Mary young gentlemen, who are looking 
forward to the enjoyment of liberty and 
equality with the vabobs of the north, will 
be egregriously diseppointed. 

Some young politicians, who expect to be 
“ amalgamated” with the central committee, 
will find they have been hoaxed. 

Some of the young ladies who anticipate 
the “ amalgamation of parties’ will find that 
every thing sublunary, (é. e. under the moon.) 
is cbnoxious to the influence of that chang- 
ing planet. 4 word te the wise, &c. 

Mr. Clay, the speaker in congress, will 
have the pleasure of hcaring a great many 
maiden speeches, with very few of the mas- 
culine character. 

The legislature of Massachusetts will 
have little to do but to regulate the taking 
of shad and alewives, and to incorporate re- 
livious secietics who have not principle 
enouzh to follow reason” without the com- 
pulsion of law. 

Some lawyers will be looking out for 
sheriffs, in order to keepout of their way; 
some will want money to pzy their laundress- 
es ; some will be in wart of common law, 
and many will want common sense. 

Some clergymen will be looking out for 
better salaries ; some will be in want of ser- 
mous which it plagues them to writc, and 
others will lack audiences to hear what they 
have written. 

Many ecitors of papers will lack matter ; 
others willbe sadly in want of patrons ; and 
publishers wil! ail want money from = sub- 
scribers, who will never pay. 


OMENS. 

Tae Sun and Mars, being in opposition, 
is a sign thatthey are not in consuncion. 

A cloudy atmosphere and jalling drops of 
water betoken rain, 

When « man teils you one day that war is 
diserace'ul and anprofitable, and the next, 
teat it has answered all the purposes for 
which it was declared, and ended gloriously, 
it is a sign that he docs not see through the 
same spectacles toedey that he did yesterday. 
Anc this we challenge the orthodox, heter- 
odox, or any-other-dox, to disprove. 

SIM. SCALPUM. 


eG) Gia 
FOR THE NEW-ENGLAND GALAXY. 
SEQUEL TO THE FORESTERS, 
AN AMERICAN TALE, 
Beginning with Letéer the Nineteenth. 
Dear Friknp, 
Arrer anabsence of some years J} have 
gain returned to the Forest, for 1 still call 
by that name, although the cleared, culti- 
d, and settled state of the land by no 
ps authoriscs it. In passing through 
untry to arrive herve, IT saw thet the 
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sign of the Tiahhs" wes taken down, atic 
that of Lewts occupied its place. Jt was 
not, howcrer, the old fainily sign, but ap- 
peared to be one hastily painted over to ob- 
literate some former name, for which that 
of Lewis had been substituted. This how- 
ever was net, end perhaps could not be, done 
so thoroughly but that the name of 
Nap  Scragg appexred preity legibly, 
throurh the cozt cf paint which was Intend- 
ed to hide it. This you will probably under- 
stand by the histery that will be contained 
in my following letters. 

Midam Kate? died some time ago, and 
her estate Is possessed by her eldest son, 
*Sguire Bearskin, a respectable and rich 
tradesman, dealing chicky ia iron, tallow, 
hemp, sid coarse lincu. Some few other 
chanres also met my cye, but they are not 
of sufficient consequence to make them worth 
mentioning. When, however, I arrived at 
the Forest. although things were greaily 
improved since my last visit, yet they were 
by no means such as J cxpected to find 
them, from the flourishing state in’ which 
they were when I last leit them. On mak- 
ing inquiries concerning the cause cf this, 
and the wanner in which affairs had been 
conducted during my absence, I was inform- 
ed, that they had latcly terminated an ex- 
pensive aid rumous juwsuit with Me. Bull; 
iw which they had been engaged by the 
wishes of Uncle Sam and the determination 
of the club, raany of whom were said to have 
been rendered completely iasane by the 
pipings and cacklings of mother Carey’s 
chickens. As IT fiad never heard of Uncie 
Sam before, Lasked for an explanation, and 
likewise for some account of Nap Seragg, 
who, I found, was considered by many to be 
at the bottom of all the quarrels, that had for 
some years past disturbed tie country. By 
the answer I receivea, J found that, in one 
or two respects, | had given an impericct 
account of the management ot the Foresters ; 
and that, for understanding the history of 
Nap Scragg, you. must have a continuation 
of that of the Franks. As perhaps yeu may 
not have retained my former letters, I will 
give youa brief sunnnary of what I said be- 
fore, corrected and brought down to Nap’s 
establishment in life. and then skip to the 
events which immediately preceded and pro- 
duced the last lawsuit, to the understanding 
of which, this summary will serve as an in- 
troduction, For the sake of my own conven- 
ience and net dividing the subject, I will 
defer this to my next. 

I necd not apologize to you for the short- 
ness ol this letter, or tie probable shortness 
of some of those which wiil follow it, as you 
know too well the nature of my present pur- 
suits, to expect letters of the length of those 
of a young lady in romance, whose head, 
thouch she is scarcely in her teens, is so fyll 
of ideas, that they must necessarily, once a 
weck, be poured out over an extent of sev- 
eral shects for the perusal of some bosom 
friend, found after an acquaintance of three 
weeks at a boarding school. 

Yours, &c. 
* French Republic. 
7 Vid name tor the Empire of Russia, 


BOSTON, 
DECEMBER 12, 1917. 
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KEVIEW OF LATE. PUBLICATIGONS. 
Delafdaine’s Repository of the Lives and 
Portraiis of distinguished Americans. 


Thr second part of the first 


voluine of 
this work has just reached us. The paper, 
typography and engravings are all of the first 
order, and do honour te this country ; and 
we sincerely hope that the liberality of the 
public will generously repay the publisher 
for his great attention and expense in getting 
up this work. We have from the first been 
pleased with Delaplaine’s plan to give us 
the biographical sketches and memoirs of 
eminent men of our own country. We have 
looked to Europe with bigoted fondness, 
ever since we have had a national existence, 
for models to imitate, and subjects to ad- 
mire. The people of this country have paid 
great sums of money for English and French 
biographies an¢l memoirs of all classes, na- 
val, military, civil, political, eccentric and 
wonderfuéd ; most of them written as catehe 
penny worss, without Hterature, taste or 
accuracy ; and indeed we go farther, and 
pay tor a knowledge of the pedigree of every 
»lood horse that is entered at New-market, of 
the yockies who bet, and the boys who ride, 
while we are but Itthe acquainted with our 
own men, who deserve notoriety for intellect 
and achievement. Home-made and tiome- 
bred have been terms of inferiority wich us 
in Clothes, horses, books and men ; but the 
prejudice is fast wearing away, and a Jove 
for our own labours, productions, and citie 
zens, is now superinduced frem a srowing 
belief that nature is as bountiful to us as to 
cthers. 


The evidences of the rapid growth 


of this spivit of nationality is every 


y day and 
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The pecpte of tic United Sites are es 
proud as any nation on earth : but from their 
republican habits and sentiments, they can- 
not ahd will not think any set of men saints 
or demi-geds; and are reluctant that any 
one should be separated from the whole and 
held up to notice cr admiration. Republics 
have always been jealcus of their own great 
nen, but this nation is now too enlightened 
to indulge a jealousy of any person, however 
conspicuous, The people have come fairly 
to the truth that 


«6 Some are and will be greater than the rest.”” 


There are a few at the present day so old 
fashioned that they yet prefer biography of 
the dead to memoirs of the living ; some no 
doubt from modesty, others from envy, and 
not a few frem party causes are unwilling to 
sce a splendid memuir of a contemporary, 
who had fought by their side, or aided in 
the same councils. Such goed people have 
been too near the great nan to see him in 
relicfor perspective. Niany have this truth 
still to learn—that ie who Coes not know 
the living is behind the age in which he 
lives; and that an acquatutance with the 
dead is necessary to be wise, but a knowledye 
of the living is requisite to make that wis- 
dom practical. 

Memoirs when well written convey a goou 
share of general information, and urge a les-. 
son on the young of the value ¢f industry, 
If the me- 
moirs of a popular man who is Important by 
accident and not by intrinsic worth is given 
to the world with the bloat and fungus ot 
panegyric, the cautery and the lancet of crit- 
cism are ever ready to reduce the subject 
to ordinary size, and to wholesome fiesh and 
blood ; and this work is frequently done 
without delicacy or skill ; therefore there is 
no danger that the public taste will be poi- 
sored by what Sis bad, false or stupid. 


and good and virtuous hibits. 


Eulogies on public characters in’ other 
countries are conmornly paid for by the sub- 
jects of them. Writers too often measure 
their zeal and eloquence in proportion to 
benefits received or expected. Patrons too 
often find their greatness depeuds on the 
partiality and generosity shown to the au- 
thors who celebrate their names. The nice 
observer can sec incorporated in these works 
the price which is paid for them—-from the 
guinea of the niggardly. panting for fame, but 
too avaricious to pay for it, to the ostentatious 
patronage of boundiess liberality. Bot with 
us it is not so; the auther who has been 
delicate to blundering ignorance, given me- 
diocrity the praise of perseverance and suc- 
cess, hid the nakedness of indiscretion and 
folly by the mantle of his genius, and swept 
away the prejudices which surrounded the 
great man, might in the midst of the whole 
group want a dinner, or be ata loss for a 
name to bail him for a dollar. Our writers 
| must be stimulated by the love of literature, 
truth, or patriotism alone. 

Mr. Delaplaine has commenced his work 
when the subjects for it are numerous and 
the materials at hand. The whole field is 
before him, the harvest at present is large, 
and the growth will be constant, full and 
rich ; and we have a right to expect more of 
him than if he had to ransack unfrequented 
nooks, and glean after industrious reapers to 
gather any thing worth netice, 

As faras he has gone, Mr. Delaplaine's 
selections are satisfactory, and his delinea- 
tions of the several, characters discover 
carefulness and accuracy in dates and facts 
which give his work a reputation for authen- 
ticity which is a prime requisite. Opinions, 
inferences and praise interspersed with facts 
can be valued by every reader according to 
their correctness or worth. In this land of 
free inquiry and diversity of political senti- 
ments, where there are yet but few standards 
to which judgement must bow, er taste 
conform, Mr. Delaplaine must as a rea- 
sonuble man expect attacks and censure 
as well as encouragement and praise, and be 
prepared to meet opposition with firmness 
and composure, and wait with the hope of a 
liberal patronage which fairness, industry 
and perseverance will ensure. He has our 
best wishes for his success, apd we will 
leave him with one suggestion of caution— 
Never be seduced by friendship, partiality, 
flattery, or hopes of gain, to admit within 
your pale, a gifted villain ; an inferior mind 
ambitious of notice ; a man clevated to of- 
fice without merit; nora vain man who is 
generous because you gratify his vanity. 
isut make your work a temple dedicated to 
your country’s glory, and consecrate every 
niche in it to genius and to virtue ;—and 





{ Ina future paper we shajl tuke 


your success will be splendid and permanent. 


Wee 


the liberty 





f . , s Pe 
of cxtractihg scmething from the lives h 


offered us by Mr. Delaplainc. AL. presi 
we shall be indebted to him only for‘the gi bs 
sequent paragraphs from his preface, wh ¢ : 
contain reflections whose truth will be fe 
and acknowledged by every reader. 


“ Whods he that I-as ever read a transace © 
tion in history, without etching out, in hig 7 
fancy, portraits fof the persons concerned?) 
Is there any one of an imagination so dull as 7 
not to fee) pleasure in surveying the like. 
nesses of these persons who have recone 
mended themselves, by their actions of their | 
writings, to the esteem and applause of mans © 
kind ? e 

This is not only a reasonable curiosity, 
but scems so intimately interwoven in our” 
nature, as to supersede some cf our invetera 
ate prejudices. Can we witness the avidity — 
with which the greatest men treasure yp _ 
pictures, or the vast expense at which they 
purchase old coins, médals, busts and mec” 
dallioas, containing likenesses of the illus. 
ious personages of antiquity, without bein 
convinced of the tmportance of transmittin 
to posterity, in a shape so respectable as to 
cusure permanent cares the portraits of those 
inciveduals to whouy we owe all that we pos- 
scss, worthy of bens noticed by after ages? 

That these propensities deserve to be 
cherished, and their impulses to be obeyed, 
it 1s our duty tojnicr, fvem the universality 
with which they have pervaded the human 
race. He who never heard of paint on cane. 
Vass, inscrives upon the shell of « fish an une 
couth resemblance of the objcct of his revere 
ence or his luve. A rude pyramid of stone — 
—a huge mound of earth—a_ mis-shapen — 
iomb—with an oral narrative, transmitted by 
hereditary piety, have served to inform the” 
unlettered savage of the debt he owed to the — 
hero or the legislator, whosc-dust ages have 
viven to the winds. It was in memorials o 
this sort, that the earliest benefactors of their” 
countries—the luminaries of their day—lived. 
for centuries beyond the period of their” 
physical existence, and made salutarv im 
pressions upon succeeding generations. The 
hierogly phics of the Egyptians—the pictures” 
writing which, cn the first discovery of As” 
mcrica, the Spaniards foand with the Mexi 
cans—and a variety of things of a corre 
ponding character found by circumnavigas 
tors in newly discovered countries, abun ‘ 
dantly prove the universality of this disposis” 
tion. Can it indeed be thought wondertu 
that an art should be passionately loved by” 
al mankind, which, at a single glance, pres 
sents to the untutored mind, that of which — 
the scholar can obtain but an obscure view — 
by the process of reading and reflection=s 
which brings the most distant objects close 
toour eyes, and enables us, when removed: 
to distant parts of the carth, to keep compas — 
ny with those we love and venerate ? % 

But, in order to bring the matter home 
nearer to our bosoms, ict us recur to well 
known facts, and consider the effect of picts 
ures in books. <A history of England slugs 
vishly crawls throuech two or tnree editions 
in the space of several years, and is read only 
by men of letters. An enterprising book¢ — 
seller publishes it with portraits, and in.one | 
vear the circulation of it is increased tenfold | 
it gets into the hands of the people at large” 
—inany who never thought of such a thing — 
become historians, ardently interested in the. 
subject, in consequence of their obtaining — 
that sort of personal acquaintance with the 
characters. With what enthusiasm have not 
the lovers of poetry dwelt upon the portraits 
transmitted as resemblances of Shakspcare ? 
and what words can express the mortificae 
tion that followed Mr. Mulone’s officious dis* 
covery, that there never had been a likeness 
taken of that glory of his country ; and that. : 
consequently the portraits which had affords 
ed so much satisfaction were spurious, and 
mere impositions on public credulity ? 

Why isa mean town in the south of Franee- 
(Pau) visited and viewed with enthusiastic 
reverence by travellers from ail parts of Eue 
rope? Why, because it contains the cradle @ 
of Henry the Fourth, justly surnamed the 
“Great,” who, having performed a thousand 
exploits, any one of them sufficient to con- 
fer immortality on his name, raised himself. 
a whole region higher by one “ sentiment of 
homely benevolence.” “I hope to see the 
day,” said he, “when every peasant ia 
France will be able to put a pullet in his - 
pot?” : 

It is on natural principles of this kind that 
the statue of Howard is constantly visited by 
strangers, and will hereafter receive the 
homage of nations, among whom the Ian- 
guage of his country is net known. It is on 
these principles, also, that the portraits © 
that glorious band of patriots, heroes, and 
sages, Who gave America to the realme of 
freedom, will not only be viewed with pleas- 
ure by enlightened men in all countries, but 
to the most remote ages be contemplated 
with pride and transport by the grateful cite 
izens of this republic, as models by which 
to shape their conduct, and as examples 
whom it will be their glory to emulate. 

A series of portraits, therefore, acknowl- 
edged to be perfect resemblances of the 
leading worthies of our country—an histor- 
ic-gallery as it were—done in a style calcu- 
lated to ensure transmission to ‘posterityy 
must be considered, by every man deserving 
the name of an American, as a national work 
of great value. Inorder to its being duly 
appreciated, let us imagine a case, in which 
the want of such a memorial had been long 
deplored, and by some unaccountable acci- 
dent supplied. If, by an event, which would 
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indeed be miracteus, a genuine authentic 
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og. awn diszevercd of that father of his | Children above 7 ycars old who have no if I bring into the Chai : si i iia ‘ bias i ee 
sartrast yo wera alone it would not injure | Instruction by schools 248. - : of some experience og omy amy The ice in fe ena has aoeeer impeded the 
eg be hington to be compared—Alfred The annual expense for primary schoolé ae WEA undue confidence, that experience serves | threatens an immediate blockade of the wh “nena 
our Was what would be the joy of the | for children under seven years of age is stat- The to fill me with distrust of my own capacity. Whisiarhiieian’s toa. , sprite 
the niger oe dq world? What potentate —_ $18,911. ‘ ine poly vale che it how Tape those duties] - eclsboitedl Gudsrin, who 7. avers furioys 

je civilize eee . 0) n th hi ; : he —— in would be any efforts of ublican, ey ome a ci aristoci it: 
a afford to purchase it? The revenue c Philanthropist for September, 1816, mine to thein’ without the liberal wiped The cause of this conversicn is stated to be 21,; 


be its ransom! Let us| we have a review of a “ Report of the select 


Godwin’s present. wife, 





























‘ ; d cheeri who is rep' 
-» nation would not . . | : and ng countenance of the House. I shall ; © is represented as 
oi Se ital then, that our Washington, and Committee on the education of the lower or- | anxiously seek, gentlemen, to merit that support mie of accomplished manners and aristocratica! 
‘i ‘ilustrious asseciates and rope +a a oe “ = the wr op sagt 8 This eer con- coe ane by an undeviating aim at impar- | °P!™/0ns. 
: ; ris te : : this republic | t ¢ result of an examination in that part | “uty, at the preservation of that dec Ss rj a ee ar ; 
Bee imes—and that se = _,Gecorum, | Samuel F. Godfrey, after three trials, has beet 
dane ae lived ® am when the advanced state of | of London, called “ Covent Garden Division.” pte oo observance of which the public business | convicted in Vermont of the nonberal Thomas 
? arose at a | h rts has enabled its sons The Division is composed of 11 sections, 8 neraen y transacted, and the dignity and the | Hewlett, and sentenced to be hanged im: Febouny 
science and oft eons every linearnent of | of which had been examined. character of the House seriously impaired.” next, e 
to rescue from | lone with their deeds,| The 8 sections contained houses 1850| All this is well enough; it is perhaps|~ eee wisi 
“+s benefactors, and, along Ed d childr : Phase : 
it aormerate eheir features tO endless com- oe . i t ws ae appropriate ; but it is not very “ neat’? nor CHasonic Calendar, 
4 to , ; educuted children 43 |elegant. & I}ly” is “vi ry) _Commanications of Lod Chapters, &c. in Boston 
ofmans ff ;,emoration.’ The whole of Covent Garden Division is araaalins <i . — Pai = and vicinity, for the ensuing week. iis 
cs America ; being an attempt, supposed to contain about $000 houses, and hich : * gentiomen * Mr. Clay’s Amicable Lodge, Cambridgeport, Morday evening. 
_ Researches on Amer ts relative to the Abo- if the three sections which had not been ex- |S" Standing. It is not authorised by nee ga Hoxbury, Wednesday evening. 
nm in ou rors 4 . F . ‘ ~ 2 ordan 
teal to settle = cca, we. By James H. amined were supposed to average with the good lcxicographers ; nor is it often used Hiram Lodge, Lexington, Thursday ev ish 
avidity | nee ed un. AM. D- : which had been examined, the result would | but by those who have more affectation than | Constellation Lodge, Dedhum, do. 
sure uy ene ‘a which is a second edition, ‘Bteenes children 3318 See We. Celanlgtes “ot Engi Meridian, Needham, Peay ve 
no ~~ nen - us with any recommenda-]| Uneducated ; 4465 Grammer, = scaly, Peg Chapter, Boston, Wednesday. 
and mes loes not come to ae 4 : ae ee ashington * Chapter, Salem, du, 
¢ illus- 7 from those literary and philosophical Ina aerrers 4 relating to a District of Cuarres Burrincn, Esq. of this town, is Officers élected in Massachusetts Lodge, in Bostory 
ut be; son 1rol tomed in our coun- London, called East Union, the pop:ilation 1s nace ; , ’ oni Friday evening last, 
ied nine evitics who are so accustom ¢ American | Siv¢" &t 250,000 5 one quarter of this popu- appointed by the President architect of the R. W. Daniel L, Gibbens, Master 
shi, ng irv to testify their approbation of American) tation is supposed to be children from 6 to | public buildings in Washington. This is W. Zach. G. Whitman, Esq S. WV. 
« +9 3 2 4 e a P 1 : e ‘ 
of those ) books of merit. The preface, In which the | 16 years of age; and of these the goog! . another appointment which we think will seutine-@ iotiee: ‘Treas 
: : pay ‘ a & 5 2. . : : . Mii arker, ‘Treasurer. 
C aves? sess or abounds in gram- : , : pencer Thomas, S. 1), 
e “ed cation of the first rage oe aa it is | thtec parts of London, will leave 122,000 many splendid as eaeatmentre of the talents John L: Phillips, J. D. 
nae matical errors, and the style In w - | children between the ages of 6 and 16, desti- }Of Mr. Bulfinch now existing in Boston, Samuel Fisher,) |. , ; 
weyed, in . a oe ai Enoch Hob Esq’rs. Stewards. 
versali wri is not suchas to prepossess US tute of instruction in the Metropolis. which could not have escaped the observa- ROER STOUAET) : 
ee Sas, - ; from Hum-| = Jt is further stated * that i ortion of | 4; lien ‘oo hi Ames Chie, Chaghein. 
human favour of the work. }istracts Jrom . it “ an 1e! com a on = yw which tion of the President, during his late visit. W Michael Routston, Marshal... 
On Cane . Se Jarton and numercus oth- pita siielas, no 1€ oores oe The Tontine buildi . —————— oo 
rin aoa woldt, Clavigero, B ' might be regarded as a fair specimen of the uildings (so called, though Warriages. 
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er authors, who have treated on this subject, 
form the principal part of the book ; and 
though the author merits much approbation 
for his laborious task in searching and ex- 
tracting from many “ pondcrous tomes of 
fearned size,” we do not think the world will 
derive much additicnal knowledge of tne or- 
igin of the American Indians from this 
work. It is true that a new path is pointed 
out for the emigrants from the old world, 
and an attempt made to ascertain the peried 


whole ne'ghbourheod, 2091 
been visited ; that these families contained 
3565 children from 6 to 14 years of age, 
without any education.” 


the population in Spitalsfields, placed the 
number of children totally uneducated at 
about an equality in point of numbers with 
those who received some degree of educa- 
tion; but it is added, “that four fifths, at 
least get nothing more than what a Sunday 
school can bestow on them—get no cduca- 


families had 


Two gentlemen “well acquainted with 


we never could discover the reason why) 
and the State House, if we mistake not. 
were designed by Mr. Bulfinch, and certain. 
ly display taste, elegance, and convenience 
in the construction. The appointment is a 
proof that the President is not blind to indi- 
vidual merit which happens to be joined 
with political tenets differing perhaps from 
his own, or to grow up in a distant section 
of the country. Mr.B is a gentleman whose 








_.In this town, Mr. John Kilroy to Miss Hannah 
gage Mr. James Riley to Miss Mehitable Hol: 
er. 

In Milford, Mass; of Thursday evening last, b 
Rev. Mr. Long, Mr. Nathaniel Payne, of — . 
to Miss Mary Twichell, of the former plate. 
a In Salem, Mr. William Hoyt to Miss Abigail 
rown. 
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_ Deaths. 


In this town, Mr. Benjamin Chandler. aged, 58. 
On Sutiday morning Mr. John Barber, aged so. 


ns. The T10C'| tion during the other six days of the week.” services have long been useful and highly PP sy ag, Mrs. Mary Perry, aged 62. On 
pictures of their emigration. Plato’s Atalantus 1s : valued in our municipality; and he will sot a age: ace agp agg oy Me 
er : . ; 3 y “tng z ‘ ; 7” 
y - As raised from “the vasty deep,’” and all the CONGRESS. carry with him to Washington the respect | McFarland, aged 19. On Saturday morning, Eds 
planet. machinery of nature, volcanoes, earthquakes, Tar national legislature of the United | and good wishes of his fellow-citizens. ward Tyler, second son of Mr. Moses Bass, aged 2 
+ Oe winds and waves are pressed into the ser- ‘ lier aan i years and 7 months. Mr. Solon Stetson, aged 28: 
Rnaviga- , pinata aul States met at Washington on Monday the Ho enecoataadl On Monday last, Mr. Andrew Oliver, aged 71. 
* abume vice to support his theory. The SV aes oO Ist inst. and was duly organized the same " ‘ i . Ake —_ . = In Brighton, on Friday last Mr. Absalom Stimp- 
nderiul treated with very little ceremony by our au- day. On 7 uesday th Pre : ) 6” | evening, to a pretty numerous audience, who| In Newton, Mrs. Olive. wefe of Mr. Samuel 
nae “i a vy hitrle is, theo , was communicated. Jt will not be expected testified their approbation by reiterated plaus Fairbanks, aged 53. 
saul x thor; they ate passed by as objections © that we publish in this paper an official doc- | gits Thotgh this is superior to the majori- In Dedham Miss Elizabeth Baker, aged 24. 

» pre- The affinity of language be- : In East-Sudbury, Mrs. Sarah Russeli, widow of 


f which 
ire view 


little import. 


iween tribes of the old and the new 


ument of such length. It has undoubtedly 


become familiar to most of our readers. It 


ty of modern tragedies, it is by no means enti- 
tled to unqualified approbation, The frequent 


Captain Thaddeus Russell, aged 27 


In Dorchester Mr. Sylvester Dean, formerly of 


wfle 


>ction—~ svorld is said to lead us into an endless iaby- was disposed of in the usual monner to cem- recurrence of appeals to heaven, and the lib- | Taunton : 
S Close xinth of conjecture ; and the ice bridge of]. eral use which some of the characters make In Cherlestown, Miss Mary Blake. 
emoved antane oc Rebrinn’s steaits becomes an ob- maitess. of thé name of the Supreme Being, are highly | __In Providence, Mr. Muses Olaey, aged 51. Mr. 
compas nc a a We shall not attempt a regular journal of | objectionable, and the more so, because they | Morris Brown, aged 52.0 
jection to, rather than a proof of, their theo- In Hollis | Me.! Mr. Josep’ Appleton, aged 26, 


r home 


ties—and yet after attacking other systems 


the transactions and debates in congress ; 
but shall endeavour to collate and publish 


are unnecessary. 
The repetition of The Miser—Lovegold 


In Hallowell drowned Mr.David Coombs,aged 25. 
In Ipswich, Mr. Nathaniel Lord, aged 65. 


to well ond forming new ones which are to solve all such views of the procecdings as may be and Lafipet by Mr. Bernard and Mrs. W heat- In Plainfield, Mrs. Lucinda, wife of Mr. Hezek. 

of picts lificulties, the author dees not appear to : : oo ley, was an intellectual gratification of the | French, aged 54—and three of kis sons; Ziba, aved 

PA ws iniCulluiesy, Che SPI a most interesting to readcrs, and consistent hichest order 23 3 Elias, 29 and John, 30 ” te: 
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